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SYNOPSIS: 






The Department by communication dated May 3, 1965, 
furnished a copy of a letter to the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives enclosing a draft bill pertaining to 
legislation to provide a legal basis for the retention of 
critical exhibits relating to the assassination. It establishes 
a procedure under which selected items could be retained 
and protected by the United States. The Attorney General 
would be authorized to determine which items are required 
for preservation and following his decision all rights and 
titles would be vested in the United States after publication Q 
in the Federal Register. His acquisition authority would 
expire one year after the enactment of legislation. The ^ 

Court of Claims thereafter would be granted exclusive , I p. 

jurisdiction over claims for just compensation for any item 0 

acquired by the United States. The Department requested \ $ 

the Bureau's views by the close of business, May 4, 1965. \ 

. This proposed legislation appears to be a logical Q 

solution to the problem of final disposition relative to 3 

items of evidence that were acquired during the investigation ja 
of the assassination. If this legislation is approved we 
will thereafter relinquish the evidence in our possession to 
the designated authority upon instructions from the Attorney/-'' 7*\ 

ecus ^->oTaSLO_r. ^6^ 



ACTION: \ 

.. a MAY 10 BBS ^ 2j P -°X 

Attached for approval is a letter to the Deputy • / 

Attorney General advising this legislation TTppwars t&~bc-the xua', 
logical solution for: the United States to retain critical VyHr 
evidence as it relates to the published findings of the - 

President's Commission. Letter points out agencies other than y 
the FBI may be in possession of evidence obtained in/this case, ft J . 
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Memorandum to- l., . Belmont 

UU: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 



BACKGROUND: 



We have had previous correspondence with the 
Department concerning disposition of physical evidence 
pertaining to the assassination currently in our possession. 
Specifically, by letter dated February 24, 19G5 to the 
Department, we clearly pointed out that we did not wish to 
be the custodian of the exhibits which related to the 
published findings of the President's Commission. Further, 
it was not within our prerogative either to object to or 
make recommendations as to the retention of exhibits. 

Briefly, the Attorney General's letter to the 
Speaker of the House points out the evidence and 
Investigative reports, transcripts and other working papers 
of the Commission have been officially transmitted to the 
National Archives. Pending final decision as to the 
disposition to be made of these exhibits, the physical evidence 
has been retained in our custody. The Attorney General 
has indicated that the national interest requires legislation 
to provide a valid legal basis for the retention of critical 
exhibits. He also indicates it is important to recognize 
that in years ahead allegations and theories regarding the 
assassination will continue to abound. Failure to retain 
critical exhibits would encourage rumors and allegations 
designed to destroy public confidence in the work and 
conclusions of the President's Commission. The Attorney 
General has indicated the legislation is desirable to protect 
the memory of President Kennedy from debasement which would 
occur if items connected with the President's death are 
permitted to become objects of commercial spectacle. 
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The px*oposed bill is quite specific and authorizes 
the Attorney General to detei'mine, from time to time, which 
items should be selected and preserved by public use in 
connection with the published findings of the President's 
Commission. The selected items acquired by the United States 
will be preserved for public use and all rights and titles 
will be vested in the United States after publication in 
the Federal Register. 



fed 

mm 



M.h:* 



The bill points out all items acquired shall be 
placed under the jurisdiction of the Administrator of the 
General Services for preservation for public use under such 
rules and regulations as may be prescribed. To this end 
the bill indicates appropriate sums are to be made available 
to carry out the purpose of this act. 
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RE : ° r A SS A S S I N AT I ON OF PRESIDENT JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 



OBS ERVATIONS : 

This proposed legislation appears to be a logical' 
solution to the problem of final disposition relative to 
items of evidence that were acquired during the investigation 
of the assassination. It was specifically noted in the 
Attorney General's letter reference is made to physical 
evidence which has been retained in the custody of the 
Federa^Bureau of Investleation. This tends to indicate 
that all physical evidence is in our possession. . 

noted the P Bureau has no knowledge and is not aware of other 
items of evidence which may have been obtained by the 

President's Commission from other s °^ rce ^° r .^i qUe Jhis 
be obtained through agencies other than the FBI. T i 
Information is being pointed out in our letter to the 
DeputJ^Attorney OonLK. If this legislation is approved 
we will thereafter relinquish the evidence in our . 

possession to the designated authorities upon instructions 
from the Attorney General. 
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